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From our knowledge ofthe individuals concerned 
in the publication of the Illinois Common School Ad- 
vocate, and our conviction of the vital importance of 
the interests which it is designed to promote, we cor- 
dially recommend it to the support of our friends and 
the pubtic; and hope that every citizen will consider 
it a duty and pleagure to aid in extending its circula- 
tion to every school and family in the State. 

Joseph Duncan, Silas W. Robbins, 
S. A. Douglas, J. M. Sturtevant, 
Sam). D. Lockwood, Jno. W. Merril, 
Thomas Ford. Charles Dresser. 
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Our columns this month are occupied almost 
entirely with the schoo! law, passed at the last 
session of the General Assembly. We had at 
first intended publishing only such portions of this 
Jaw as are of most general use and interest; but 
on the suggestion of several friends of our work, 
and from the consideration that this act is a 
revision of the previous Jegislation ‘on the sub- 
ject, and embodies nearly all the laws now in 
force in Illinois on the subject of common 
schools, we have concluded fo publish it entire- 
If our paper therefore does not furnish as great 
a variety in its contents this month as may be 
desirable, we hope the importance of the infor- 
mation it contains, particularly to teachers and 


heads of families, and all others who are in any 


way interested in schools, will render it not less 
acceptable. 

If our school laws are defective, and wanting 
‘in efficiency or adaptation to our circumstances, 
it is necesssary that we should know the lefects 
‘pefore, we c2n apply an adequate reyhedy. And 


R 


as our schapes wie managed, at least for some 
ih bike Fdvoia, aaécording tothe provisions’ of this 


ae its highly necessary that the law should be 


Circulated as extensively as possible. 





Officers of the Illinois State Educa- 
tion Society. 


In giving the names of the officers of the Sow 
ciety in ‘our last number, some of them were ac» 
cidentally omitted. We now publish the list in 
fall. 


Hon. CYRUS EDWARDS, Pres’t. 
> Col. Tuomas Maruer, Springfield Ml. 
Hon. Wm. Tuomas, Jacksonville ‘ 
Hon. S. A. Treat, Springfield “4 
Dr. W. B. Eacan. Chicago “ 
Onstow Peters, Esq., Peovia « 
Vice Presidents. 


Prestt Merit, Prof. Newman, Perer 
Acres, Dp. v., J. W. Jungs and Hon. 
Wu. Brown, Diiectors. 

Avgert T. Buepsox, Springfield, 

Corresponding Secretary. 

Cuartes R. WetceEs, Springfield, 

Recording Secretary. 

P. C. Canepy, Springfield, 

Librarian and Treasurer. 





Objects of this papere 








The chief object of this paper is to awaken 
a deeper interest on the subject of common school 
education in our state. Thata great degree of 
apathy has prevailed on this subject hitherto, ev« 
ery citizen will acknowledge. We shall aim to 
lead the people to appreciate more fully, the in- 
estimable value of education; to elevate the char- 
acter of teachers, and the Character of the in» 
struction given in our commun schools; -—to. pros 
Mote improvements in the location, constrac:ion 
and furniture of school houses;—to point out er- 
rors in existing modes of instruction, and the evil 
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of defective government ,both in schoo! and in the 
family. We shall also aim at such improvements 
in our state system of common schools as sound 
jodgement, and the experience of other states, 
have shown to be desirable. 

For the accomplishment of these objects we 
‘peed the co-operation of every friend ‘of ‘educa 
tion. We need something more ‘han their coop 
wishes. Of what avail would it be to say tothe 
naked and famisbing beggar who applied to us for 
relief, “be warmed and be filled,” unless our be- 
nevolent wish were accompanied with currespon- 
ding action. We hape that the fiends of this cause 
a0, will *suiT THE ACTION TO THE WoRD.” Your 
good wishes for the successful prosecution of this 
work are highly gratifying to us, but with your 
good wishes give us, also, your active ex- 
ertions. To increase the circulation of the pa- 
per throughout the state, we rely mainly on the 
voluntary exertions of our friends who reside in 
different places. And from personal observation 
we are satisfied, that if an effort be made in 
this manner, at all corresponding to the acknowi- 
edged importance of the object, it wi'l be fully 
successful, The character of those gentlemen 
whose names appear at the head of the paper, as 
wellas of tios: who are officers of the Society, 
affords an assurance tothe community that some 
eminent men of our state have interested them- 
selves in this cause, and shou'd inspire the pub- 
We mind with confidence in the undertaking. 





Trv.—Let a man sit down at the foot 
ofa great mountain,” says Dr. Johnson, 
*sty contemplite its greatness. and he will 
be ready tosay, I can never go over it; 
the attempt is futile. Yet on the second 
thought, he concludes the task can be per« 
formed, not by one mighty leap, but by 
guccessive steps, and by the simple process 
of putting one foot before another.” 

Again: “The chief art,” says Locke, 
ttig to. attempt but a littleat a time. The 
wildest excursions of the miod are made 
by short flights frequently repeated. The 
most lofty fabrics are formed by the accu- 
mulation of simple propositions.” 

Drops of water constitute an ocean.— 
Sands make a mountain, and rocks sre 
not worn away by a sudden force, but by 
the continual droppings. 


Our young readers may perceive from the fole 
lowing extract, the advantange which they pos« 
sess Over their foretatherson account of the ime 
provements in schoo] discipline which have been 


introduced ofslate years, Although the peda. 


gogue alluded ‘to below was probably an ex- 
traordinary instance of severity, yet not many 
yeats, have passed since it was common to con- 
sider those teachers the best whose methods of 


discipline were moat strict and severe; and who 


relied on the rod for success in communicating ine 
struction to the young, more than on inspiring 
them with a love of learning, and thus inducing 
them voluntarily, to exercise their own mental 
faculties, 


Inhuman and Impolitic, 


There diec lately in Swabia, a school 
master, who, tor fifty-one years, had super- 
intended an institution with oldsfashaned see 
verity, From an average inferred from res 
corded observations, one of the ushers 
caiculated, that in the course of his exers 
tiovs, he had given 911,500 canings, 124 » 
000 floggings, 209,000 cnsiodes, 136,000 
lips with the ruler, 10 200 boxes onthe ear, 
and 22.700 tasks to get by heart. “It was 
farther calculated, that he had made 700 
boys stand on peas, 600 kneel on a sharp 
edge of wood, 5 000 wear the fool's cap, 
and 1,708 hold the rod—amounting iv all 
to 1,421,208 punishments, which, allowing 
five days for every week. would average 
above a hundred punishments every day, 
There is something extremely revolting 
in the idea of such a series of punishments 
being connecte? wiih learning; and we may 
justly infer, that however much classical 
learning may have been advanced, very 
litle useful knowledge or moral principle 
was communicated in that seminary. lor, 
a system of moral and intellectual instrue- 
tion, calculated to AcLuRE the minds of 
the young, is altogether incompatible with 
such Gothic rudeness and severity. 2 

Corporal punishients have generally a 
HARDENING ¢ffect on the minds of both 
young and old. A blacksmith brought up 
his son, to whom he was very severe, to 
his own trade, The urchin was neverihe~ 
less, an audacious dog. One. day the old 
vulcan was a'tempting to harden a culd 
chisel which he had made of foreign steel 
but could not succeed. “itorsewuHip it 
father,’ exclaimed the youth, “if that will 





noc harden it, nothing will.”—Ger, Mag. 
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AN ACT 
MAKING 


PROVISIONS FOR ORGANISING AND MAINTAINING 


COMMON SCHOOLS. 


An ACT making provision for organizing and maintaining Common Schools. 
In forte July 
. gy 1, 1841. 
Sec. 1. Beit enacted by the People of the State of [linois, ° 


represented in the General Assembly, That for the purpose of es- 
tablishing and sustaining common schools throughout the State, 
and taking care of and using the resources of the State held for 
purposes of education, the following sections and provisions shall 
take effect as the law of this State, on the first day of July next: 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Common School lands—their protection and preservation. 


Src. 2, That section number sixteen in every township gran- 
ted to the State, by- the United States, for the use of the inhabi- 
tants of the townships for the use of schools,and such sections 
and paris of sections as have been or may be granted as afore- 
said, in lieuw-of section sixteen, and also the lands which have 
been or may be selected and granted as aforesaid, for the use of 
the inhabitants of fractional townships in which there are no 
sections numbered sixteen, or such section shall not contain the 
proper proportion for the use of schools in such fractional town- 
ships, shall be held and considered as common school lands, and 
the provisions of this act refering to common school lands, shall 
be deemed to include and apply to the lands aforesaid. 

Szc. 3. The said common school lands shall be under the gen- 
eral superintendence and care of the county commissioners of 
the several counties in which the same, or the greater part there- Lands under su- 
of, may be situated, and when any township lies partly in two or ns 9g 
more counties, the business of the township, so faras relates to , 
the common school lands, shall be transacted in that county 
which contains the greater portion of the said lands. 

Sec. 4. The county commissioners’ court in each county, 
shail, as soon as may be after the passage of this act, appomt.. 
three trustees in each township, to be called thé “Trustees of Appointment ef 
School Lands” of said township, who shall be inhabitants and le-"""“*™* 
gal voters of the township, and whose appointment shall contin- 
ue for four years, and until successorsare appointed and qualified. 

Sec. 5. The said trustees shall be a body politic and corpo- 
rate, and may sue and be sued by the name and description afore- 
said; the said trustees before entering upon the duties of their ap- Trustees, body 
pointments, shall take an oath before some officer authorized to Pl 
administer the same, well, and truly, and faithfully to execute the 
duties of trustees of school lands, according to law, agreeably 

the best of their judgement and understanding. 


Schoo! lands. 
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Sec. 6. The said trustees shall be vested with the following 
powers, viz:—to appoint a treasurer and require him to perform 
the duties of clerk, and such other duties as may be imposed by 
Powers. law, orany order of the trustees; to receive by deed or other- 

wise, and hold for the use of any school or schools in the town- 
ship, any real estate, personal property, or money, which may 
be conveyed or delivered to them for the uses aforesaid. 

Sec. 7. Every treasurer appointed under the provisions of 
the foregoing section, shall, before entering upon the duties of his 
appointment, execute a bond with good security, payable to the 

Treasurer to “ iv Nor j , 

svehond, Said trustees by their corporate name, in a penalty to be fixed by 
the trustees, conditioned that he will faithfully discharge all the 
duties of his appointment according to the laws now or hereafter 
to be in force; the security shall be approved by the trustees 
and the bond shall be deposited with and kept by the school com- 
missioner of the county, and for any breach in the conditions, 
thereof, an action may be maintained against the obligors jointly 
or severally, and recoveries may be had thereon until the whole 

Action against, peNalty shall be recovered. 

Sec. 8 The trustees shall cause all monies collected or ob- 
tained for rents, or recovered for trespasses, or which may other- 
wise come to their hands for the use of the township, to be paid 

All monies tobe OVEY to the school commissioners of their respective counties, to 
paid to schoo he applied to the support of schools as hereinafter required. 
commissioners. Sec. 9. The trustees shall render an accountof their receipts 
and disbursements annually to the county commissioners’ courts 
of their respective counties, and on failure to do so shall be lia- 
ble jointly and severally out of their own estates for all monies 
which may come to their posession, and joint or several actions 
Trustees to | May be maintained in the corporate name of the township, for 
make report. the recovery thereof; such action to be prosecuted under the di- 
rection of the county commissioners’ court. 


Trespassing upon Common School Lands. 


Sec. 10. If any person shall, without being authorized, cut, 
fell, box, bore, destroy or carry away any black or white walnut; 
black, white, yellow or red oak; white wood, poplar, wild cher- 

Trespass on ry, blue ash, yellow or black locust, chesnut, coffee, or sugar tree 
mane or sapling standing, growing, or lying upon any common school 
- land, such person shall forfeit and pay for every tree so cut, fel- 

led, boxed, bored, or carried away, the sum of eight dollars; and 

if any person shall, without authority as aforesaid, cut, fell, box, 

bore, destroy or carry away any tree or sapling not herein above 
enumerated, standing, growing or lying upon any common school 

lands as aforesaid, such person shall forfeit and pay for every such 

tree or sapling so cut, felled, boxed, bored, destroyed or carried 

away, the sum of three dollars, and the penalties aforesaid shall 

be recoverable with costs of suit, by action of debt or assumpsit, 

either in the corporate name of the trustees of school lands of 

the township to which the land belongs, or by action quitam, in 

Fines how xe- the name of any person who will first sue for the same, one half 
covered. for the use of the person suing, and the other half for the use of 
the township aforesaid, When two or more persons shall be en- 
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gaged or concerned in the same trespass, they shall be jointly and 
severally liable for the penalties herein imposed. 

Src. 11. Every trespasser upon common school lands shall 
be liable to indictment, and upon conviction, to be fined in not iaictment fo: 
less than three nor more than six times the amount of injury oc- ‘2: 
casioned by such trespass, and shall stand committed as in other 
cases of misdemeanors; all fines imposed under the provisions 4°Picston 
of this section, shall be paid to the school commissioner of the 
county, for the use of the township injured. 


[=] 
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SECOND DIVISION. 


Election of School Commissioners, and sales of Common 
School Lands. 


Sec. 12. On the first Monday in August next, and on the 
same day every two years thereafter, there shall be elected by 
the qualified voters of each and every county in the State, a 
school commissioner for the said county, who shall be authorized ,,,..,:0, of 
to execute and perform the duties herein required, he shall, before schoot com’ 
entering upon his duties, execute a bond payable to the people of 
the State of Illinois, with two or more responsible freeholders as 
security, to be approved of by the county commissioners’ court, 
ina penalty ofnot less than twelve thousand dollars, and with such To sive bond. 
increase as the court may direct, havingregard to the nature and 
extent of duties and responsibilities, conditioned that he will 
faithfully perform all the duties of the office of school commis- 
sioner for the said county, according to the laws now, or which 
may hereafter be in force, by which bond the obligors shall be 
bound jointly and severally for the performance of the condi- 
tions thereof, and upon which an action or actions may be main- 
tained for the use of any township or fund injured by any breach 
thereof, and joint actions may be maintained to the use of two 
or more funds. 
Sec. 13. The election provided for in the foregoing section, 
shall be held and the returns thereof shall be made in connec-_ __ 
. : : 72 Election and 
tion with the election of county commissioners, and all contests jesirns of 
in relation to said election, shall be decided as in the cases of com’. 
contested elections for the office of sheriff or coroner. 
Sec. 14. Whenany vacancy shall occur in the office of school 
commissioner of any county, the county commissioners’ court 
of such county shall appoint some competent person to’ fill the Vacancies tow 
vacancy until the election and qualification of another person,“ 
the person so appointed, shall give bond with security as is re- 
quired of persons elected to said office: Provided, however, That 
when a vacancy occurs within twelve months of the time of 
the biennial election provided for in this act, the person appoin- 
ted shall continue in office until such election, and the qualifica- term of office. 
tion of the person elected. 
Sec. 15. When any such vacancy shalloccur more than 
twelve months previous to the time provided for the biennial elec- 
tion, the vacancy shall be filled by election as is provided in ca- Vacancies one 
ses of vacancies in the office of county commissioners. — 
Sec. 16. The said commissioner shall make sale of the com-  ~ 
mon school lands heid for the use of each township in his county, 


Provisio. 
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upon the terms, and in the manner required by law. He shall, 
loan the funds of the township, apply the interest accruing upon. 


Balo of lands. 
“township funds to the support of schools, and perform such other 


duties as may from time to time be required of him; said commis | 


sioner shall also attend to the collection of all demands in favor 
of the several townships in their counties, and to the settlement 
of the accounts of trustees, and whenever necessary to the 
prosecution of suits for the recovery of demands in favor of 
townships, and all monies collected shall be faithfully applied,. 
and used as required by law. 

Sec. 17. ‘The said commissioner shall execute a new bond 
annually, conditioned as required in the first bond, but the exe- 
Com'r to give CUtion of anew bond shail not release or impair the liability up- 
bond annually.on the former bond existing at, and before the deiivery of the 

new one. 


Township funds 


Sec. 18. The said commissioner shall be subject to removal. 


by the county commissioners’ court for misapplication of the 
Com'r may be funds, failure to make reports as required by law without a rea- 
anne sonable excuse, failure to execute bond with good security as 
required by law, or for any other palpable violation of law or 
omission of duty. 

Sec. 19. If at any time the county commissioners’ court 
shall have reason to believe that the security of the school com- 

Additional bund missioner is insufficient, by reason of insolvency or otherwise, 
said court shal] require the commissioner to execute another bond 
with additional security, in such penalty as shall be deemed suf- 
ficient, conditioned as the first bond, and upon failure to give 
such security the commissioner may be removed from office; the 
execution of a new bond shall not affect the old one, or the lia- 
bility of the security thereon. 

Src. 20. The said commissioner shall provide well bound 
books for the following purposes: First. A book in which he 
shall record at length all petitions presented to him for the sale 
of common school lands, and the plats and certificates of valua- 

Books for rec-tion made by or under the direction of the trustees of school 
aie lands, and all the affidavits in relation to the same. Second. A 
book in which he shall keep a list of all sales of school lands, 
which list shall ccntain the date of sale, names of purchasers, 
quantity and description of lands sold, and the sum sold for.— 
Lhird. A book in which he shall keep a regular account of mon- 
ey received and paid or loaned out. And Fourth. A book in 
which he shall keep a statement of money loaned, showing the 
date of each loan, the person to whom loaned, the time for which 
the loan was made, the rate of interest, names of securities when 
personal security is given, or in case of real estate, a description 
of the same, which books shall be paid for out of the county 
treasuries of the countiesin which they are used; the accounts 
of each township and fund, shall be kept separate, as well as the 
list of sales. 

Sec. 21. When the inhabitants of any township shall desire 
the sale of the common school lands of the township, they shall 
present a petition to the school commissioner of their county, 
requesting a sale thereof, and which petition shall be signed by 


Record of sale 
Of land, &c, © 








Ee SS ee a a ae 


SS = 65 5 leet bee 





2 


— = 


ae ae ene. ee a 


— Ww 





Common School Law. ~ — 39 





at least two-thirds of the white male inhabitants of the township 

over twenty-one years of age. The signing of the petition must Petition for sale. 
be freely and voluntary, in the presence of two citizens of the 
township, after the true intent and meaning thereof shall have 

been made known and explained to each petitioner; when the pe- 
tition shall have been so signed, an affidavit shall be endorsed 
thereon, or thereto attached, by the two citizens in whose pres- 

ence the same was signed, proving the signing in the manner 
aforesaid, and the said petition with the affidavits uforesaid, shall 

be delivered to the commissioner for his action thereon: Pro- 
vided, That no sale shall be made of any whole section of school Prove 
lands unless the township to which it belongs contains at least 

fifty inhabitants. 

Sec. 22. When a petition shall be presented to a school com- 
missioner for the sale of common school lands as provided for in Affidavit of tn. 
the preceding section, he shall be authorized to receive the affida-"**™"™" 
vits of reputable citizens of the township as to the number of 
white male inhabitants over twenty-one years of age, and if it 
shall appear from such affidavits that two-thirds of the whole 
number have signed the petition, the commissioner shall proceed 
to sell the lands as herein required. 

Sec. 23. School lands granted and held for the use of frac- 
tional townships, may be sold when the number of inhabitants prs of fae- 
in such fractional township shall bear as large a proportion toships may be 
the quantity of schooi lands granted, as the number of fifty bears** 
to an entire section of land. 

Src. 24. When the requisite petition and affidavits have been 
furnished to authorise a sale of common school land, the school 
commissioner shall notify the trustees of school lands thereof, 
and said trustees shall immediately proceed to subdivide the said 
lands into tracts or lots, in such form and quantity as will best 
suit purchasers, and produce the largest amount of money; and 
after making such subdivision, a correct plat of the same shall be 
made, representing the whole land, and the divi ions thereof, 
with each lot numbered and marked, so as to enable purchasers 
to identify the same, and so as to perpetuate the boundaries there- 
of. ‘The trustees shall then fix a value upon each lot; having re- 
gard to the terms of sale, and attach to the plat a certificate veri- 
fying the correctness of the plat (stating the value of each lot 
per acre, or by the lot incase the lot contains aless quantity than 
one acre) ond refering to and describing the lots in the certificate 
soas to fully and clearly distinguish and identify each lot; which 
plat and certificate shall be delivered to the school commissioner, 
and shall «overn him in advertising and selling said lands. 

Sec. 25. In subdividing common school lands for sale, no lot No tot more 
shall contain more than eighty acres, and the division may be made ‘han 80 acres. 
into town or village lots, and streets, alleys, and roids, may be 
laid out by the trustees through any of such lands, for the public 
accommodation, and such streets, alleys and roads, being marked nr mse lots 
and laid down upon the plat of the land, shall be sufficient evi-""°""°°* 
dence of the dedication thereof; and where common school lands ge. 
have heretofore been divided into lots, with streets, alleys and aioe 
roads passing through the same, such division shall be deemed le- 


Subdivision of 
lands. 
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gal, and the streets, alleys and roads so laid out are hereby de- 
clared public highways. 

Sec. 26. The terms of selling common school lands shall be 
Terms of sate or © the highest bidder for cash, with the privilege to each purcha- 
lands. ser to borrow the amount of his bid for any period not less than 

one, nor more than five years, upon his paying interest, and 

giving security as in case of money loaned. 
Lands to be SEC. 27. ‘The place of selling common school tands shall be 
oid Coat the court house of the county in which the land is situated, 
ig and upon the reception by the school commissioner of the plat 
and certificate of valuation of school lands from the trustees, 
he shall proceed to advertise the said lands for sale, or lots as di- 
vided and laid of by the trustees. by posting notices thereof in 
at least six public placesin the county, forty days previous to 
the day of sale, describing the land, and stating the time, place 
and terms of sale; and notice shall also be printed and published 
four weeks in a newspaper printed in the county where the sale 
is to be made, if there be any such paper, but if no newspaper 
Proviso. is published in the county, the sale shall be made upon posting 


Advertisement. 


the notices as aforesaid: Provided, however, That notices of 


such sales may be published in any newspaper having general 
circulation in the county, if in the opinion of the commissioner, 
such notice will produce competition in bidding, or enhance the 
amount of sales. 
Sec. 28. The order of sale shall be according to the numbers 
Order of sale. Of the lots, beginning with the lowest number, and proceeding 
regularly until the whole are soldor offered; no lot shall be sold 
for less than its valuation by the trustees; sales shall be made 
between the hours of ten o’clock, A. M. and six o’clock, P. M., 
and may be continued from day to day until completed; the lots 
shall be offered separately, and each tot cried a sufficicnt length 
of time to enable all who desire to bid. Each purchaser failing 
to comply with the terms of sale, shall be bound to pay the 
difference between his bid and the price for which the lot may 
be sold. 
Sec. 29. Upon closing the sales on any day, each purchaser 
shall pay or secure the payment of the purchase money 
dition according to the terms of the sale, or in case of his failure 
considered not t0 do so by ten o’clock of the succeeding day, the lots purchased 
sold. shall be again offered for public sale, on the same terms as before, 


ifthe valuation shall be bid, the lot shall be stricken off; but if 


the valuation is not bid, it shall be set down as not sold; if a sale is 
made, the former purchaser shall be required to pay the differ- 
ence between the price sold for and his bid; if a sale is not made 
Formor purcha. he shall be required to pay the difference between his bid and 
ser to pay dif-the valuation of the lot; and in case of his failure to make such 
ee. payment, the school commissioner may forthwith institute an 
action of debt or assumpsit, in favor of the trustees of school 
lands of the township for whose use theland was sold, for the 
sum required, and upon making proof of the facts shall be enti- 
— again tled to judgment with cost of suit,and if the amount claimed 
purchaser. 5 
shall not exceed one hundred dollars the suit may be before a 
justice of the peace, but if more than that sum the action shall 
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be in the circuit court of any county wherein the party may be 
found. 

Sec. 30. All lands not sold at public sales as herein provided schoo _ ands, 
for, shall be subject to sale at any time thereafter at valuation, ™ te = at 
and commissioners are authorized and required to sell all such 
lands at private saleupon the terms at which they were oflered 
at public sale. 

Sec. 31. Upon the completion of every sale by the purchaser, p.05.4 orsate 
the school commissioner shall enter the same on his sale book, % 
and shall deliver to the purchaser a certificate of purchase, sta- 
ting therein the name and residence of the purchaser, describing 
the land, and stating the price paid therefor, which certificate o.siscates. 
shall be evidence of the facts therein stated. 

Sec. 32. At every regular term of the county commissioners’ 
court, each school commissioner shall present to the court of his 
county, the following statement: 1st: A statement shewing gatement of 
the sales of school lands made subsequent to the preceding term sales, &c. 
of the court, which statement shall be copied from the sale book, 
and contain all the facts required to be stated in said book. 2d: 
Statementsof the anount of money received, paid,and loaned out 
belonging to each township or fund, under his control, the state- 
ment of each fund to be separate. 3d: Statements copied 
from his loan book, showing all the facts in relation to lands 
which are required to be stated in the loan book. 

Sec. 33. The said commissioner shall also at the times afore-certitcate of 
said, transmit to the Auditor of Public Accounts a full and exact 
transcript from his sale book, of all the sales made subsequent to 
each report. The list of sales filed with the county commission- 
ers, shall be filed and preserved, and shall also be copied by the 
clerk of said court, in a well bound book provided for that pur- Bist ofsales filed. 
pose, and the list transmitted to the Auditor shall also be filed, 
preserved, and copied in like manner. 

Sec. 34. Every purchaser of common school lands shall be 
entitled to a patent from the State, conveying and assuring the Patents for land 
title. Patents shall be made out by ‘the Auditor from the re- 
turns made to him by school commissioners. They shall con- 
tain a description of theland granted; shall be in the name of 
and signed by the Governor, countersigned by the Auditor, #°w execute? 
with the great seal of State affixed thereto by the Secretary of 
State, and shall operate to vest in the purchaser a sure, perfect 
and absolute title in fee simple. When patents are executed as 
herein required, the Auditor shall note on the list of sales the 
date of each patent in such manner as to perpetuate the evi- Patents sent to 
dence of its date and delivery, and thereupon transmit the same **!0°! comer. 
to the school commissioner of the proper county, to be by him 
delivered to the patentee or his assigns, upon the return of the 
original certificate of purchase, which certificate, when returned, 
shall be filed and preserved by the commissioner. 

Src. 35. Certificates of purchase of school lanés may be certificate’ of 
transferred and assigned by written endorsement thereon, un- acer all 
der the hands of the purchaser, and of each assignee, in the same” 
manner as promissory notes,so as absolutely to transfer and vest 
in eachand every assignee successively, all right, title and claim 
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to the land purchased, or such transfers or assignments may be 
made on aseparate paper, in like manner, and with like force, 
and effect; and patents may be issued to any such assignees 
upon filing with the Auditor the original certificate and transfers, 
and making proof of the facts of assignmeni by the affidavit of 
one or more credible witness, taken before a judge, justice 
of the peace, notary public or clerk ofa court of record, or acer- 
tificate of acknowledgement by the assignor or assignors, befure 
any one of the before named officers. 

Duplicate patent ‘SEC. 36. Purchasers of school lands, and their heirs and as- 

how procured. signs, may ob ain duplicate co, ies of certificates of purchase and 
of patents, upon tiling affidavits with the Auditor in respect to 
patents, and with the school commissioner in respect to certifi- 
cates, proving the loss or destruction of the original; such co- 
pies shall be evidence of the existence of the original. 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Of the loaning school fund. 

Src. 37. School commissioners shall loan all monies which 
shall come to their hands in virtue of their offices, (except such 
interest as may berequired to be paid for the support of schools, 
upon the following conditions: the rate of interest shall be 


Monies loaned twelve per centum per annum, payable half yearly in advance, 


at 12 per cent. ‘ 
interest. the time for which loans may be made shall not be less than one 


nor more than five years; for all sums not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, loaned for one year, two responsible securities shall be 
Interest to be given; forall sums over one hundred dollars, and for ali loans 
ty." for more than one year, security shall be given by mortgage on 
real estate, unincumbered, in value double the amount Joaned, 
with a condition, that in case additional security shall at any 
time be required, the same shall be given to the satisfaction of 
Terms of loans, the commissioner for the time being. Notes and mortgages 
shall be payable to the “school commissioner of the county,’ 
without inserting the name of the commissioner, for the use of 
the township r fund to which the money loaned belongs, and 
such notes and mortgages shall be valid although the name of 
the school commissioner be not inserted as payee, and the money 
may be collected thereon by suit or otherwise in the name of 
the “school commissioner of the county,” for the use stated 
mite, without using the name of the commmissioner in the pras- 
ecution thereof: Provided, however, That notes and mort- 
gages in which the name of the school commissioner is inser- 
ted shall be valid to all intents and purposes. 
Sec. 38. Mortgages to secure the payment of school funds 
loaned, may be in the form following: 


“J, A.B., of the county of and State of 
do hereby grant, convey and transfer to the school commission- 
Form of mort. er of the county of for the useof the inhabitants of 
gece. township range (or for the use of the. county 
school fund of the county of ) the following real estate, 
(here describe the premises,) which real estate I declare to be in 
mortgage for the payment of $ loaned to me by the. 


said school commissioner, and all interest that may accrue there- 
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on, to be computed at therate of twelve per centum per annum 
until paid; and Thereby covenant to pay the said sum of money 
years from the date hereof and to pay interest on the same 
a‘ the rate aforesaid, half yearly in advaace; I turther covenant 
that I havea good title to said estate, and that the same is free 
from all incumbrances; that | will pay all taves and assessments 
which may be levied upon said estate, and if said estate is sold 
to pay the aforesaid debt er any part thereot, [ will deliver im- 
mediate possession to the purchaser. Witness my hand and seal, 
this day of ie [1 s.] 

Upon the breach of any condition or stipulation contained in 
said mortgage, an action may be maintained, and damages res 
covered as upon other covenants, but mortgages made in any 
other form to secure the payment of school funds, shall be valid 
and the rights and remedies thereon shall be the same as if no 
form had been prescribed for such mortgages. 

Src. 39. In estimating the value of real estate mortgaged Valve of lands 
to secure the payment of school funds, the value of improve * 
ments liable to be destroyed shall not be included. 

Sec. 40. Inallcases when the school commissioner shall re-When security 
quire additional security for the payment of money loaned, and *™™ #"*™ 
such security shall not be given, the commissioner may sue for 
and recover the same, and all interest accruing thereon to the 
date of judgment: Provided, That proot be made of the said re- 
quisition, and of the failure to comply with the same. 

Sec. 41. In the payment of debts by executors or adminis- Shs! have pres 
trators, those due to school funds, whether of the State, county 
or township, shall havea preference over all other debts, except 
funeral and other expenses attending the last sickness not inclu- 
ding the physicians bill. 

Sec. 42. If default be made in the payment of interest due what interest in 
upon money loaned by any schooi commissioner, cr in the pay-4fanlt of pay- 
ment of the principal, interest at the rate of twenty per centum 
per annum shall be charged upon the amount for which the party 
is, ormay be in default which shall be included in the assess- 
ment of damages, in suits or actions brought upon the notes 
or mortgage to enforce payment thereof, and interest at the 
rate aforesaid may be recovered in actions brought to recover 
interest only. 

Sec. 43. School commissioners shall keep an interest account tnterest account 
with each township showing the dates and amounts of interest 
received and paid out, and at the end of every year this account 
shall be balanced by transferring interest not paid, or liable to 
be paid out, to the principal,and the interest thus transfered 
shall always thereafter be regarded and used as principal. 


FOURTH DIVISION. 


Organization of Common Schools, and application of interest. 


Src. 44.”The interest accruing upon township funds, and all Interest and 
profits how ape. 


profits arising from the use of township lands, and all rents re pig, 
ceived, sha!! be apslied to the support and maintenance of com- 
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mon schools, which may be organized and kept according to law. 

Association may . SECe 45- Any number of inhabitants of one or more town- 

purchase land. ships may associate themselves together and purchase not ex- 
ceeding ten acres of land, and cause the same to be conveyed to 
the trustees of school lands in the township wherein the land is 
situated, by their corporate name, and place thereon a schoo! 
house, together with any other buildings which they may deem 
necessary for the keeping in operation a common school, and for 

_ the encouragement of learning and science generally; and the 
perpetuity ““ said land and improvements shall be held by the said corpora- 
tion in perpetuity for the use of the inhabitants associating and 
purchasing as aforesaid, and their successors and assigns forever; 
and the same shall not be diverted from the use intended, nor 
used for any purpose than as shall cr may be directed by the 

ersons for whose use the same may be held. 

Pend to district Sic. 46. There may be organized and kept in operation as 
many common schools in each school district as the inhabitants 
thereof desire,and every teacher shall be entitled to an equal 
proportion of the district funds according to the time and num- 

“en ber of scholars taught: Provided, That no teacher shall be paid 
more than the amount agreed to be allowed by the employers. 
Sec. 47. Whenever a school shall be organized, the employ- 
poo ers of the teacher shall meet together at the school house and ap- 
trustees, ~ point three of their number as trustees of the school, and they 
may then agree upon the plan and manner of conducting the 
school, and vest the trustees with power toattend to the execu- 
tion of such plan, or they may vest the trustees with power to 
superintend and direct the conducting and managing said school 
in such manner as they may deem best for the interest of the 
school; the trustees shall be appointed within ten days after the 
school shallhave been opened, and their term of service shall con- 

ai ae tinue during the continuance of the school: Provided, If the 
school shall be continuedmore than one year, trustees shall be 
elected at the commencement of each succeeding year. 

Duties of trus- Sxc. 48. Trustees of schools appointed according to the fore- 

: going section, shall attend the school from time to time, and see 
that the sameis properly conducted; that the teacher keeps reg- 
ular hours; that the school house is properly supplied with fuel 
and such furniture as may be necessary to the accommodation of 
the scholars; they shall also have special regard to the keeping 
ofa schedule by the teacher in such manner as to entitle him to 
compensation out of the school funds. 

Src. 49. Teachersshall make schedules of the names of all 
feachers to. Scholars attending their schoolsin the form prescribed by this 
wake schedule. act, and when scholars reside in two or more townships, separ- 

ate schedules shall be kept foreach township, and the absence 
or presence of every scholarshall be set down under the pro- 
per date and opposite the name, on every day that the school is 
open; the absence of a scholar shall be signified by the letter A. 
and the presence by the letter P. 

Src. 50. The schedule to be made and returned by the teach- 

er shall be, as near as circumstances will permit in the follow- 


ing form, viz: 
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‘Certificate of 
‘teacher. 


orm of certifi. 
‘gate of trustees, 


‘Close 6f sched- 
eles by teachers. 


Pownanip fund, 
w payabie. 


Szc. 51. The teacher shall certify to the correctness of the 
schedule. This certificate shall be as near as circumstances will 
permit, in the following form: “I certify that the foregoing 
schedule of the names oi the scholars therein named, residing in 
township range is correct. Given under 
my hand this day of in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and 

J. K., Teacher.” 

Sec. 52. . The form of certificate to be added by the trustees, 
shall be, as near as circumstances will permit, in the following 
form, to wit: 

STA‘E OF ILLINOIS, 


County of 
We certify that at a meeeting of the employers of A. B., 
the above named teacher, held at pursuant to notice on the 
day of — in the year we were duly appointed 


trustees of said school, that we have performed the duties of such 
trustees by visiting said school, and superintending the same; that 
we have examined the foregoing schedule, and find the same to 
be correct; that the scholars therein named, were at the dates 
of their attendance, residents of township sixteen north, range 
five west of the third principal meridian, and that there is due 
to said teacher for instructing the scholars named in said sched- 
‘ule at the times therein mentioned, the sum of dollars and 
cents. Witness ourhands and seals this day of 184. 
C. 1.) Trustees 
E. F.} of said 

_ G. BLY school. 

Src. 53. In closing schedules by teachers, they shall make 
alist of the names of scholars attending the schools in each dis- 
trict, then add together the number of days which each schol r 
has attended the schools, and set down the total number of days 
opposite the namesof such scholars, he shall then add together their 
several amounts, and set down their total amounts at the bottom 
of the schedule; and when schédulés are thus closed, teachers shall 
certify to the corré.taess the:éof; and the trustees of the schoo's 
shali careful'y exaviine siéa schdules, and after correcting such 
errors as they may discover, they shall make a certificate there- 
ony in which they shall staté that they are trustees of the school, 
that they have, to the best of their skill and understanding atten- 
ded to thé duties of trustees, that they have examined said sched- 
ules, and believe them to to bé correct. and to have been fuaith- 
fully képts They shall also state the compensation agreed to be 
paid the teacher by the employers, and the amount due such 
teacher. 

Src. 54. The township funds, subject to be used in paving 
teachers, shall be paid outhalf yearly, (viz:) on the second 
Mondays of January and July, and schedules of schools shall be 
made so as to include the last days of December and June, and 
such period of time previous to those days, not exceeding six 
months, as schools may have been kept in operation. 

Sec. 55. In townships not incorporated, the schedules of 
schools made and certified as herein required shall be presented 
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to the school cominissioner of the couuty on or before the first 

Mondays of January and July in each year, and said commission- Schedules of 
ers shall, 2s soon as may be, make an apportionment of the funds ‘Sora, 
of each district subject to distribution among the teachers thereof, 

according to the number of scholars anda number of days taught 

by each teacher, and pay the same to the teachers, ort. trustees 

of the school, for the use of the teacher, or when the teacher has 

been paid by the employers, the trustees shall receive the money 

for the use of the employers. 

Sec. 56. The employers of the teachers shall agree upon the 
compens:tion to be allowed, and shall severally be bound to pay gmptoyers of 
their due proportions of the same; but in making distributions, or teachers bound. 
dividends of school funds among the teachers, the same rate of 
compensation shall be allowed to each. 

Sec. 57. When from any cause the trustees of a school shall 
fail, neglect or refuse to certify to the correctness of a schedule Trusters failing 
kept by any teacher, five of the employers of the teacher may tocertify eched- 
make the certificate required to be made by the trustees. 


FIFTH DIVISION. 
Incorporation of townships. 


Src. 58. The inhabitants of any congressional township th 
the statemay become incorporated for the purpose of organising 
and supporting coxamon schools, and the trustees of school lands 
appointed by the commissioners’ courts, shall, so soon as the 
school lands of the township have been offered for sale, cause 
elections to be held in their respective townships to énable the 
inhabitants to decide for or against being incorporated under the, 

ae ° a ° wnships 

provisions of this act; the time and place of the election shall be may te incorpes 
appointed by the said trustees, and notice shall be given by rated. 
posting advertisements thereof at six of the most public places in 
the township, atleast twenty days before the day of election, 
and if there be a newspaper published in the township, said ad- 
vertisement shall be published in at least three numbers of said 
paper before the election. The trustess shall attend the election, 
and conduct the same, two of them acting as judges, and one as 

clerk. A poll book shall be opened wit’) appropriateheading and 
" columns, the names of the voters shall be taken down, and their 
votes for or against the incorporation of the township, set down in 
a proper column, so as to show how they voted. Every inhabi- 
tant of the township, who, at the time of the election would 
have a right to vote for a representative to the General Assem- poy poor, 
bly, shall be entiled to vote; the vote shall be taken viva voce. 
The poll shall be opened by nine o’clock in the morning, 
and shall not be closed until five o’clock in the evening, and if 
all the votes shall not have been taken by five o’clock in the eve- 
ning the poll shall be continued open until all the votes are taken; 
and when the votes are all taken, the trustees shall carefully 
add up the columns and ascertain and publish the result. They 
shall also verify the correctness of the poll book, by their certifi- 
cate theron endorsed and signed; and if it shall appear from said 
election that a majority of all the legal votes given.are in favor of 
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being incorporated, the said trustees shall appoint the time and 
place for holding an election for trustees of said township, but if 
such majority dees not appear from said election, no farther pro- 
ceedings shall be had by the trustees ,but the business of the town- 
ship shall remain as though no election had taken place. 

Sec. 59. Elections shall be held as required in the foregoing 
section, previous to the lands in the township being offered for 

When subse- sale, upon the written request of ten legal voters of the town- 

quent elections A . ° % 90 

shall be held. Ship, and if, at any election held for the purpose of deciding upon 
the question of incorporation, the majority shall not vote in favor 
of being incorporated, subsequent elections shall be held upon the 
writen request of twenty legal voters of the township, and the 
provisions of the foregoing section shall be pursued at every such 
election. 

Sc. 60. In case any one or more of the trustees shall fail to 
attend any election, held under the foregoing sections, the one 
or more in attendance, shall select from the freeholders and vo- 

Judges of elee- ters of the township, one or more persons to act in the place of 

aes * those absent, and in case no one of the trustees attend, then three 
freeholders and voters of the township, shall be selected by the 
voters present, to act as trustees during the election, and _per- 
sons selected asaforesaid shall perform the duties required of the 
trustees, and the proceedings shall be as valid as if had, or done 
under the direction of the trustees. 

Sxo. 61. When the inhabitants of a township shall have deci- 
ded in favor of being incorporated, they shall elect five trustees 
to superintend the business and affairs of the township, in relation 

leetion of trus. to schools and education. The trustees shall be legal voters and 

‘tees freeholders of the township, and if there be time, in the opinion 
of the trustees superintending the election, for the election of 
trustees to be held on the same day that the vote is taken upon 
the question of being incorporated, an election shall be held by 
the said trustees on the said day, for five trustees as aforesaid, 
and the vote shall be taken viva voce, and the persons having the 
highest number of votes, shall be elected; but in case there shall 
not be time to hold said election of trustees at the time aforesaid, 
the trustees shall hold said election within ten days thereafter, 
and shall give at least five days notice of said election, by posting 
notices thereof in at least four public places in the township. 


Powers and duties of Trustees of Schools. 


Src. 62. The five trustees elected under the provisions of 

the foregoing sections, shall be successors to the trustees of 

Powers ¢f trus- SChool lands, and shall have and exercise all the rights and pow- 
‘tees. ers, and duties of trustees of school lands; they shall be styled 
and known in law as “Trustees of Schools” of the township in 

which they are elected; andall rights of property, and rights 

and causes of action éxisting, or vested in the trustees of the 

school lands, for the use of the inhabitants of the township, or 

any part of them, shall vest in the “Trustees of schools” as Suc- 

‘cessors; and the said township shall, upon the election of trustees 
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‘as aforesaid, be a body corporate and politic, by the name and 
style of “trustees of schools of township range )” accor- 
‘ding to the numbers, and the corporation shall have perpetual ex- 
istence, and have the power to sue and be sued, plead and be im- 
pleaded, in all courts and places where judicial proceedings is or 
may be had or allowed; said trustees shall continue ia office 
two years, and until others are elected and enter upon their duties... ou. 4; 
_ Src. 63. Upon the election of trustees of schools, the trus- wiom gives. ’ 
tees of schoo! lands or the persons under whose superintendence 

the election was held, shall deliver to the school commissioner of 

the county, the poll books of both elections held by them, with’a 

‘certificate showing the election of trustees, and the names of per- 

sons elected, which poll books, with the certificates thereon shall 

be preserved, and shall be evidence of the incorporation of the 

township, as well as of the election of trustees. 

Sec. 64. In townships incorporated as aforesaid, elections Biennial election 
shall be held every two years for the five trustees of schools, of trustees, 
and at each election after the first, the trustees in office shall ap- 
point the time and place of holding the same, and two of the body 
shall act as judges, and one as clerk of such election ,and notice of 
thetime and place of the election shall be given by the treasurer by 
posting notices thereof, in four of the most public places in the 
township, at least twenty days before theday of election, and the 
poll books of such elections, with certificates of election endors- 
ed, shall be returned to the schoool commissioner of the county 
as required in relation to the first election. 

‘Sec. 65. If any vacancy shal] occur in the office of school 
trusteee in any township in the State, it shall be the duty of the 
treasurer of the township to give notice to the legal voters of the vacancies, bow 
township by posting up written notices in three of the most pub- filed. 
lic places in the township, that an election will be held to fill such 
vacancy}; said notice shall be put up at least two weeks before 
the day fixed for such election, the said notice to designate the 
time when, aud place where such election will be held. 

Sec. 66. Trustees of schools shall have a general superinten- Township how 
dence over all schools kept in the township; they shall have pow- '*4 of 
er to lay off the township into school districts, suited to the wish- 
es, and convenience of a majority of the inhabitants in each 
district, distinctly describing the same by boundaries and name 
or number. To purchase libraries for the use of schools, to 
provide for the protection and safe keeping of all funds, and ®7-*¥* 
property of the township; to adopt by-laws directing the mode 
of conducting schools, and defining and regulating the powers 
and duties of all officers and agents of the corporation; and also 
to call meetings of the Yoters of the township, or of any school 
district therein, for the purpose of acting upon any question, or 
subject relating to schools, or the cause of education in the township. 

Szc. 67. ‘The said trustees shall meet quarterly at some con-, 

° A ° ° : uarterly mee- 
venient place in the township for the transaction of business, at ting of trestees: 
which meetings a majority shall form a quorum. 

Sec. 68. The said trustees shall, at their first meeting, ap- 
pomt some competent and ‘qualified voter of the rai as 


Names and style 
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treasurer of the board, whose duties.shall be to keep a fair and 


Treasurer tokeePrecular journal of the proceedings, actings and doings of the 


journal, 


Ter of office. 


Trensurer to 
give bond. 


trustees; recording at length all by-laws and any resolutions a- 
dopted; toactas clerk of any meeting of the voters of tl e town- 
ship and record all the proceedings of such meetings; to receive 
and take care of, according to law, all the funds of the 
township, to luan the funds of the township, and pay out 
the interest for the support of schools; to keep regular 
accouts of the funds of the township, and to perform 
such other duties as may be prescribed by law, or required by the 
trustees. The treasurer shall continue in office, until the expira- 
tion of the time of service of the trustees by whom he was ap- 
point and until the appointment of a successor; but shall 
e subject to removal by the trustees at any time for any 
improper conduct. 

Sec. 69. Every treasurer appointed as aforesaid shall before 
entering upon his duties execute a bond with two or more free- 
holders as security, payable to the trustees of schools of the 
township for which he was appointed treasurer, in a sufficient 
penalty to cover all liabilities which may be incurred, conditioned 
“that he will faithfully perform all the duties of treasurer of the 
trustees of schools in township » Tange , according 
to the Jaws now, or which may hereafter be in force.” The se- 
curity shall be approved by the trustees of schools; and the bond 
shall be filed with, and kept by the school commission of the coun- 
ty; and every treasurer appointed subsequent to the first, as 
herein povided, shall execute bond with security ,as is required of 
the firs: treasurer. 

Src. 70. Whenever a township shall have become incorpora- 


When treasurer td, and the bond of the treasurer approved and delivered to the 


shall receive 
monies, &0. 


Treaeurer to 
provide books. 


school commissioner, the said treasurer shall receive from the 
school commissioner, all money in his hands belonging to the 
township; also, all bonds, mortages, notes, and securities of eve- 
ry description, for money or property due, or to become due the 
township; and all papers of every description belonging or in 
any wise pertaining to the rights or interests of the said township, 
and the receipt of such treasurer to the school commissioner 
shall be carefully preserved, and shall be in evidenv:e of the facts 
therein stated, as well in favor of the school commissioner, as 
against the treasurer. : 


Loaning Township Furds. 


Src. 71. Every treasurer of a township shall provide himself 
with two well bound books, one to be cailed a cash book and the 
other a loan book; he sha'l charge him#elfin the cash book with 
all money received, stating in the charge, from whem, on whe 
account the same was received, and credit himself with all mon- 
ey paid, and loaned; stating in the credit to whom paid and on 
what account, or if loaned, to whom. He shall enter in the loan 
book, the name of every person to whom money is loaned; the 
amount loaned, the date of the loan, the rate of interest, the time 
when payable, the names of the securities, or if real estate be 
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taken, a description of the same. He shall also provide a book, 
in which he shall record the actings and proceedings of the trus- 
tees and the proceedings of the inhabitants of the township when 
assembled in public meetings; which books shall at ali times be 
subject to the examination and inspection of the trustees, and of 
any committee appointed by the inhabitants of the. township to 
examine the same. 

Sec. 72. In loaning township funds, and taking security there- Trees 
for, treasurers shall be governed by the law prescribing and reg- 
ulating the duties of school commissioner in relation to loans, and 
the rights and liabilities of persons borrowing money from treas- 
urers, shall be the same as though the money had been borrowed 
of the school commissioners; notes, bonds. mortgages, and other 
securities taken. for money or property due or to become due 
trustees of schools for the use of townships, shall be payable to the 
said trustees of schools, by the corporate name, and in such, 
suits, actions and complaints, and every description of legal pro- 
ceedings may be had for the recovery of money, the breach of 
contracts, and for every legal liability, which may at any time 
arise or exist, upon which aright of action may accrue, to the 
use of the corporation. 

Sxc. 73. The funds of townships shall be kept loaned at in-prunds kept loans 
terest by the treasurers, and the interest arising from the funds &- 
shall be used under the direction of the trustees in paying teach- 
ers of schools; but whenever money is paid to the treasurer, it 
shall be forthwith loaned, whether it consists of interest or prin- Interest, how 
cipal, unless the interest shall be required for the use of teachers,“ ¢ 
within twenty days from the date of its reception, in which case 
it shall be retained for such use. 

Sec. 74. ‘Treasurers shall keep a seperate account of inter- 
est received and loaned out, and if,at the end of any year, the 
whole interest shall not have been applied to the support of schools 
the amount not applied shall be added to the principal, and shall 
always thereafter be considered in all respects as principal. 

Sec, 75. At any [every] quarterly meeting of the trustees — — 
the treasurer shall exhibit to them a statement of the condition 
of the funds of the township; and an examination shall be made 
of the cash and loan book, and interest account; and of the notes, 
mortages, and all securiti es and papers pertaining to the business 
or funds of the corporation. 

Src. 76. On the first days of July and January, of —— 
year, or if that day shall be the Sabbath, on the succeeding day, 
the treasurers shall state the interest account, so as to ascertain 
the amount of interest then due on the funds; and the amount 
so found to be due shall be subject to distribution, for the support pangs subject te 
of schools; and if the treasurer shall not have the amount on distribution, 
land, the same shall be paid out of the first moneys received. 

‘The trustees shall attend on the said days, and assist in making 
said interest account, and see that it is correctly made. 

Sec. 77. When a treasurer shall resign or be removed or su- When treasurer 
perseded in office, he shall pay over to his successor all money “"®™* 
on hand, or which ought to be on hand, and deliver over all the 





Interest account. 





59 Common School Law. 





books, notes, bonds, mortages, and all other securities for money 
and all other papers, books and documents of every description 
to the township, or in which the corporation may haveany inter- 
est whatever. And in case of the death of a treasurer, his securl- 
Securities of tS and legal representatives shall be bound to comply with the 
treasurer bound. foregoing provisions of this section. 
Sec. 78 The mode of organizing and keeping in operation 
Organtzetton of COMMON schools in townships incorporated, the appointment of 
eommon schools, trustees for each school, the keeping and certifying schedules, 
shall be the same as is provided for in townships not incorpora- 
ted, except that the schedules of schools shall be returned to the 
treasurers of townships, instead of the school commissioner of 
the county. 
Abstract of Sec. 79. Treasurers of townships shall, before the: second 
heasurer ett, Mondays in January and July of every year, make abstracts from 
trustees in dis. all the schedules of schools returned to them, showing the name 
ributing funds. of each teacher, the total number of scholars attending each 
school, and the total number of days taught by each teacher, to 
be used by the trustees in dividing the school funds. 
_ ‘Sec. 80. The trustees of schools shall call a meeeting of the 
rinhebitaes @ inhabitants of every township incorporated under the provisions 
of this act, once in every year, for the purpose of exhibiting 
statements of the condition of the school funds of the township, 
and giving information concerning the state of the schools, and 
of the measures adopted by the trustees in the execution and per- 
formance of their duties. Notices shall be given of those meet- 
ings as in the case of elections for trustees; and at every such 
ioe’ *f “** meeting the legal voters of the township may adopt such resolu- 
tions and prescribe such rules and regulations concerning the du- 
ties of trustees and the organizing and supporting common schools 
as may be deemed necessary to an efficient organization and eco- 
nomical support of common schools. 


Teacher's of Schools, and their qualifications. 


Sec. 81. The “Trustees of Schools,” in incorporated town- 

Examination of ships, and **School trustees,” in townships not incorporated, shall 
— have power, and it shall be their duty on application to them for 
that purpose, to examine any person proposing to teach a school 

in their vicinity, in relation to the qualifications of such person as 

a teacher; and they may call to their aid such person or persons 

as they may deem qualified to conduct such examination;, or may, 

in their discretion, appoint a board of examiners for said purpose, 

Examiners. to consist of not less than three nor more than five persons, and 
‘ to continue in office until the next appointment of trustees. A 
Certifeste so majority of the trustees or the board of examiners being satisfied 
‘ that the applicant possesses the requisite qualifications, shall give 


Shall not receive? CeTtificate to that effect, stating the particular branches of sci- 


qpay until exaw-ence which they find him qualified to teach. And no teacher shall 

ned. be entitled to receive any compensation from the school fund un- 
til he shall have been examined and receive a certificate of qual- 
ification, as herein provided. 
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Compensation of School Commissioners, Treasurers and Trustees. 


Sec. 82. School commissioners shall be allowed and paid out compensation o 


of the township funds, for their services in receiving and record- °™msioners. 


ing petitions for the sale of school lands, advertising, selling, ma- 
king reports, taking security for the purchase money, or loaning 
the purchase money, in case it is paid, three per cent. upon the 
amount of sales: For receiving money which has been loaned 
and re-loaning the same, two per cent. upon the amount re-loan- 
ed; and two per cent upon the amount of all sums distributed 


and paid to teachers or trustees for the support of schools. And oftrossurers, 


the compensation of treasurers of townships shall be the same as 
that allowed school commissioners for the same services; but the 
two per cent. for receiving and re-loaning money shall not be 
allowed unless there has been [an] actual payment and re-loan- 
ing to another and different person: Provided, however, that trus- 
tees of schools shall have the right, and it is made their duty, to 
reduce the compensation of treasurers, if in their opinion the 
compensation herein allowed is more than is reasonable, or if the 
inhabitants of the township, in public meeting, shall request or di- 
rect such reduction. ‘Trustees of schools shall not be allowed 
any compensation out of the school funds. Trusteess of school 
lands and their treasurers, in townships not incorporated, shall 
be allowed a reasonable compensation for their services, to be 
fixed by the county commissioners’ court, and paid, upon the or- 
der of said court, out of the funds of the township. 


Regulations in relation to liabilities of Officers and Agents, 
and to frauds. 


Pay of trustees. 


Sec. 83. If any school commissioner of a county, trustee of riaouity of off 


school lands or of schools, treasurer, or any other person entrus- cers. 


ted with the care, control, management or disposition of school 
funds belonging to the State, or to any county, or township, or to 
any school district, or which may be held for the use of any school 
shall convert any such funds, or any portion thereof, to his own 
use, with intent to defraud the State, county, township or school, 


‘out of the same, he shall be liable to indictment, and, upon con- 


viction, shall be fined in not less than double the amount of mon- 
ey converted, and imprisoned in the county jail not less than 
one nor more than twelve monthis, in the discretion of the court. 


Sec. 84. Trustees of school lands and of schools, shall be li- Trustees tiabte 


able, jointly and severally, for the sufficiency of securities taken 
from treasurers; and in cases of judgements against treasurers 
and their securities, for or on account of any default of such 
treasurers, on which the money shall not be made, for want of 
sufficient property whereon to levy executions, actions on the 
case may be maintained against the trustees, jointly or severally ; 
and the amount not collected on such judgments shall be recoy- 
ered with costs. 

Szc. 85. The real estate of school commissioners and treasu- 
rers and their securities, shall be bound fur the satisfaction and 


for securities of, 
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payment of all claims and demands against such commissioner s 
Commissioners, and trecsurers, as such, from the date of the issuing provess 
Si whenliabie, 2g2inst them, in action or suits brought to recover such claims or 

emands, until satisfaction thereof be made; and no sale or all- 
a at enation of real estate, by any commissioner, treasurer or security 
defeated by sale 2S aforesaid, shall defeat the lien created by this section; but all 
ef property. and singular such real estate, held, owned or claimed, as afore- 
~ said, shall be liable to be sold, in satisfaction of any judgement 
which may be obtained in such action or suits. 


Common School Fund of the Staite. 


Sec. 86. The common school fund of the State, shall consist 
of the amount due from the State, according toa statement and 
settlement of the account between the State and that fund, under 
the provisions of the act, entitled “An act to provide for the 
distribution and application of the interest on the school, college 
and seminary funds,” approved, on the seventh day of February, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five; and of all funds which 
have been ormay be received by the State from the United States, 
for the use or support of common schools; and, also, of the mo- 
ney added to the common school fund, which was received from 
the United States, under the act of Congress, providing for a dis- 
tribution of the surplus revenue cf the United States, and which 
was vested in bank stock, by authority of the State. 

State topay in- Sec. 87. The State shall pay an interest of six per cent. per 
terest on schoo! annum, upon the amount of the aforesaid common schoo! fund, 
which interest shall be paid annually, on the first day of Janua- 
ry, and be applied to the support of common schools, as herein- 
after provided. The State shall also pay, at the time aforesaid, 
interest toanea 20 interest of six per cent. per annum, upon the amount due the 
to common College and seminary funds; which interest shall be loaned to the 
school fund. ¢ommon school fund, and applied with the interest on the com- 
mon school funds, as aforesaid. 
Apportionment Sxc. 88. On the first Monday in January, in every year, next 
of interest. after taking the census of the State, the Auditor of Public Ac- 
counts shall, under the supervision of the commissioners of the 
school fund of the State, ascertain the number of inhabitants in 
each county in the State, twenty years of age and under; and 
shall thereupon make adividend to each county, of the interest 
due upon the school, college and seminary funds, in proportion 
to the number of persons in each county. of the age aforesaid, 
and issue his warrants to the treasurer for the amount due each 
county, in favor of the school commissioner or other authorized 
agent thereof; and dividends shall be made according to the pro- 
portions ascertained to be due each county, annuaily therealter, 
until another census shall have been taken, and then: apportion- 
ments shall be made and continued as aforesaid, according to the 
last census. 
Interest appore Sec. 89. The money received by school commissioners, upon 
tinned to towne “4d : 2 : J 
ships. Auditor’s warrants, issued according to the foregoing section, 
shall be divided among the several townships and fractional town- 
ships in each county, according to the number of white children 


Sehoo! fund. 
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in each sqarnshin, wien the age of twenty years, agreeable to 
the following provisions of this act: The money shall be paid 
to the treasurers of incorporated townships, and to teachers OF Teachers not 
trustees in townships not incorporated. In cases where teach-paid by employ- 
ers have been paid by the employers, the money shall be held for Sivsetry by come 
their use; and when the teachers have not been paid by the em- missioner. 
ployers, the money shall be paid by the school commissioners and 
treasurers directly to'the teachers. Payments under this sec- 
tion shall be made at the time the interest on township funds is 
paid, in January, or so soon thereafter as the funds are obtained 
from the Siate Treasurer. 

Sec. 90. In townships where teachers have been paid the 
full amount due them, out of the interest on the township funds, on ne 
the money paid to treasurers, under the foregoing section, shall priucipal. 
be added to the principal fund of the township, and be loaned 
and used as principal forever thereafter. 











Distribution of School Funds. 


Sec. 91. It shall be the duty of the legal voters within each yo. or a: 
school district laid off by the trustees, to meet at the school + rep 
house, or other suitable place, on the first Saturday of October of otfice. 
next, or so soon thereafter as the township may be incorporated 
and districis laid off, and on the first Saturday in October, bieni- 
ally. thereafter, and elect three persons, house holders within the 
district, to be styled “School Directors,” who shall continue in 
office for the term of two years and until their successors are 
elected. A majority of the said directors shall constitute a quo- Quorum. 
rum to do business; and the board, when convened, shall have 
power to select building places, and to provide for the building Power of direct. 
of school houses, to furnish them with the necessary accommo-%™ 
dations, to employ teachers and fix upon their salaries, to visit 
schools from time to time, and appoint school visitors, and to 
make ail such rules and regulations as may be necessary and 
proper, and not contrary to the laws of this State. 
Sec. 92. It shal] be the duty of the school directors of pict of chndren 
each school district to furnish the treasurer of the proper ‘town. furnished treas- 
ship, by the first Monday in December next, and by the“ 
first Monday in December, biennially thereafter, with 
the number of all white children, under the age of twenty Proviso. 
years, residing within the said district:, Provided, That “trus- 
tees of school lands,” in townships not incorporated, containing 
not more than one school district, or their treasurer, shall make 
the enumeration required by this section, and report to the school 
commissioner, and receive their distributive share of the school, 
college and seminary funds, according io the provisions of this 
act; And Provided further, That no com) pensation shall be al- 
lowed to school directors for any. services ‘required to. be. per- 
formed by this act. 
Sec. 93. Trustees of school iands, in townships not incorpo- 
rated, shall lay off their respective townships into school districts; 
and should no school directors be elected on the first Saturday 
in October next, they shall immediately appoint three suitable 
persons, in each school district, who shall have the same powers 


t 


Further proviso, 


Districts laid of. 
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as school directors in incorporated townships, and be liable to the 
same penalties. The persons so appointed shall make the env-, 
meration in each district,and report the same to the trustees of 
school lands, or to their treasurer, and returns shall be made by 
the trustees or treasurer, to the school commissioner, in the same 
manner that returns are required to be made by treasurers of in- 
corporated townships, 
Abstract of chit. SEC. 94. The treasurer of each morporated township in this 
ind {0 be tur- State shall, on or before the first Monday in January next, and 
commissioner, OP the first Monday in January, biennially, thereafter, furnish 
the school commissioner with an abstract, containing the whole 
number of white children, under the age of twenty years, resi- 
ding within his township; and the school comnissioner 
shall apportion the interest arising from the school, college and 
seminary fund, according to the number of children under the 
Apportionment age aforesaid, and shall pay over the distributive share belong- 
townships. | ing to each township to the respective treasurers thereof or oth- 
er authorized person, annually. ° 
Duties of trens- Sec. 95. ‘The treasurer of each township shall charge himself 
shige. of town- with the amount of the school, college and seminary fund which 
he may receive from the s hool commissioner, for each school 
district—shall pay to the teachers entitled to the same, their re- 
spective portions; and shall credit himself with the amount paid 
to the teacher or school directors of each district; but no appor- 
tionment of money shall be made to any school district, unless a 
return of the number of white children is made, according to the 
provisions of the ninety-second section of this act; and it shall 
be the duty of each treasurer to make and keep a record of the 
boundaries of each school district within his township, which 
shall be subject to the inspection of all persons interested. 
Sec. 96. It shall be the duty of treasurers of townships to 
lay before the trustees of schools, at their semi-annual meetings, 
a oll an in July and January of each year, a record of the returns made 
before trustees. Dy the school directors, according to the ninety-second section 
of this act, containing the number of all white children, under 
the age of twenty years, in each school district, within their re- 
spective townships; and the trustees shall make the apportion- 
ment of. the interest and profits arising from the township funds 
and the interest arising from the school, college and seminary 
funds, equally according to the number of white children, under 
the age of twenty years, within each school district, respectively. 
Accounts of dis. SEC» 97. The treasurer of each township, whether incorpo- 
triets kept sepa- rated or not, shall keep the accounts of the several school dis- 
4 tricts in his township separate; but no money shall be paid to 
teachers, in school districts, unless the directors of such district 
shall certify to the schedules and number of resident scholars 
sert to school, and shall also specify the amount actually due 
to the teacher or the directors; and in case of excess over and 
above the amount actually due to the teacher or directors of any 
school district, the same shall be added to and form a part of the 
Neglect to keep school fund of the township. And in all cases, when the inhabi- 
yon 1 tants of any school district shall fail or neglect, for a longer pe- 
4 riod of time than ten months, in succession, to have a school 
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‘kept within the limits of their district, the distributive share be- 
longing to the said district shall be added to and form a part of 
the school fund of the township, and loaned out as other town- 
ship fundsare: Provided, That district funds, in the hands of Proviso. , 
the treasurer, shall be loaned out, for the time being, in the same 
manner and on the same terms that township funds are. 

Sec. 98, When two or more schools are kept in any school 7¥0 oF more 
district, the money belonging to such district sha!l be paid to the district. 
teachers or directors, in proportion to the number of resident 
scholars attending school, or the school directors shall make such 
distrioution as to them may appear just and equitable. 

Sec. 99. Whenever the situation of the settlements is such as Portions of dis- 
to make it expedient that a school district shall comprise por-triets shalt unite 
tions of two or more incorporated townships, such district may °*” 
be established and its boundaries defined and altered by the con- 
current action of the trustees of the several townships, in which 
such school district is comprised. 

Sec. 100. School directors of districts which are composed of Parts of districts 
parts of two or more counties or townships, shall make returnstrcqe et 
of the number of white children in each fractional part of 
said district to the treasurer of the proper township, and shal! 
perform the same duties that are required to be performed by o 
ther school directors, and each fractivnal part of said district shall 
receive its respective portion of all money arising or pertaining 
to the county or township to which such fractional part proper- 
ly belongs. nortan we 

Sec. 101. School directors, or either of them, failing to make — 
returns of the number of children in their district according to 
the provisions of this act, or if either of them shall knowingly 
make a false return, the party offending shall be liable to a pen- 
alty of not less than ten nor more than one hundred dollars, to 
be recovered before any justice of the peace within the precinct 
in the name of the “trustees of schools,” and which penalty, 
when so collected, shall be added to the township fund. Citizens to heve 

Sec. 102. In all cases when the township funds can be safely ?"*r"** 
loaned, within the limits of the township, the citizens thereof 
shall have the preference, and it shall be the duty of the treasu- 
rer to loan out the funds to residents of the township, in 
sums not exceeding one hundred dollars. Provided, 'That act- 
ual purchasers of school lands may borrow sums over one hun- Provi#e. 
dred doliars. 

Sec. 103. In all cases of purchase or donation of land on 
which to erect school houses, the conveyance shall be made to Conveyance of 
the trustees of schools, and their successors in office. Kae. 


Ferries, Public Highways, &c. 


Sec. 104. That whenever it shall be considered necessary to 
establish a ferry across any lake, river, creek, or other water Exclusive right; 
course, within the limits or upon the borders of this State at any 
point or place where such lake, river, creek or, other water 
gourse shall pass. through or upyn any common school land, o1 





58 Common School Law. 





Seg Se See 


shall form a boundary line of such land, the exclusive right to es~ 
tablish and keep in operation such ferry, shall be in the town- 
ship or fractional township, for the use of the inhabitants, of 
Proviss. which such school lands are or may be held: Provided, That 
where the school lands are bounded by the stream and situated 
entirely on one side thereof, the exclusive right hereby vested 
shall only extend to the establishment of a ferry from the side 
on which the land is situated, but the ferry privilege on both 
sides may be granted by the proper authorities to the township 
or fractional township aforesaid. 
Szc. 105. If the township or fractional township having the 
right to estabiish a ferry according to the foregoing section, 
began '*" shall have been, or be incorporated, then the ferry license shall 
be granted to the corporation, and all the rights and emoluments 
ee to, or growing out of the license and privilege, shall 
e enjoyed forever; but it there be no such incorporation, the 
license should be granted to the trustees of school lands, appoin- 
ted by the commissioners’ courts, to be held by them until the 
incorporation, when the license and all the ferry rights granted 
or existing shall vest in the corporation, to be held and enjoy- 
ed as aforesaid. 
Ferry privileges. ‘SEc. 106. Ferry privileges granted or obtained under the 
foregoing provisions, shall be leased in the same manner as com- 
mon school lands, and the rents shall be collected and applied 
in the same manner and to the same objects as rents of land. 
Sec. 107. When any public road, canal, or other public work, 
shall be laid out or constructed over or upon any common schoo! 
land, so as to injure the same, or lessen the value thereof, duma- 
ges shall be assessed and paid to the extent of the injury, to the 
trustees having the care and supervision o{ the land, for the use 
of the township interested; 2nd the proceedings in assessing the 
damages shall be had under the laws of the State providing for 
such assessments in reference to the lands of individuals or pri- 
vate corporations. The trustees having the charge or supervis- 
ion of the land, shall be the party to the proceedings, represen- 
ting the rights and interests of the townships or inhabitants re- 
Right ofway, presented. And the right of way for roads, canals and other 
public works, over and upon common school lands, shall and 
may be obtained by the proper authorities, by instituting pro- 
ceedings against trustees; or trustees may obtain damages ari- 
sing from the opening or using lands for any road, canal or o- 
ther public improvement, under and according to the laws regu- 
ating the right of way. 





Damages asses. 
eed. 


Acts repealed. 


Sec. 108. The following acts and parts of actsare hereby re- 
pealed. ' : 
Actof Feb.17, “An actto prevent trespassing by cutting timber,” approv- 
1819, repealed. ed, seventeenth February, one thousand eight hundred and nine- 
teen, so far as relates to sections number sixteen. 
“An act relating to schools,” approved, seventeenth Februa- 


Feb. 17, 1827, 
ry, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven. 
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“An act to prevent persons from trespassing on seminary sen. 96, 1986. 
and school lands,” approved, twenty-sixth of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, so far as it relates to 
section number sixteen. 

“An att authorizing the sale of section number sixteen, or such 
lands as may be granted in lieu thereof, to the inhabitans of such 7" '* 
townships for the use of schools,” approved, twenty second of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, and the 
act amending thesame, approved, fifteenth of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and _ thirty-one. 

“An act io provide for the application of the interest of the 
fund arising from the sale of school lands belonging to the sever- 
al townships in this State,” approved, first March, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-three. 

“An act authorizing acrediton sales of school lands,” appro- 
ved, twelfth of February, one thousand eight hundred and thirty 
three. 

“An act confirming certain leases of school lands,” approved, 
er February, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
three. 

_ **An act providing for the security of the school funds,” appro- ae an 
ved, twelfth of February, one thousand eight hundred and thir- 
ty-five. 

“An act to amend the act entitled ‘An act to provide for the 
application of the interest of the fund arising from the sale of 
school lands belonging to the several townships in this State, 
approved first March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
three,” approved, seventh February, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-five. 

“An act to provide for the distribution and application of the 
interest on the school, college and seminary funds,” approved, 
seventh February, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, and 
the act amending the same, approved sixteenth January, one Jan. 16, 1836 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six. 

“An act toamend the several laws in relation to common 
schools,” approved, fourth March, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-seven. March 4, 1837. 

“An act in addition to the several acts authorizing and regu- 
lating the sale of school lands,”approved, twenty seventh Febru- 
ary, one thousand eigit hundred and thirty nine. Feb. 27, 1839. 

“An act authorizing ferries on school lands, for the use of the 
inhabitants of townships,” approved, sixteenth of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, [1839.] Feb. 16, 183% 

“An act further to amend the several acts in relation to com- 
mon schools,” approved, February third, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty. Feb. 3, 1840. 








Feb. 15, 1831.. 
March 1, 1833. 


” Feb. 12, 1833. 


Feb. 12, 1835. 


Feb. 7, 1835. 


Operation, contruction and effect of this law. 


Sec. 109. School commissioners appointed heretofore, shall commissioners. 
continue in office until superseded according to the provisions &*:' continas, 
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tinue to discharge their duties until superceded by elections or 
appointments, but the rights, powers and duties of all such offi- 
cers shall be regulated by the provisions hereof. Leases of 
A school lands shall remain valid, and be executed according to the 
ait cee “laws under which they were made. Common school lands, valued 
and offered for sale, and remaining unsold, shall be sold upon the 
terms prescribed in this act. All contracts made under the 
Lands unsola, !a@ws hereby repealed, shall remain valid, and all rights, remedies, 
defences, and causes of actionexisting, or which may hereafter 
arise or exist under or by virtue of said repealed laws, shall con- 
Cuntractedeslar- tinue and remain valid, and shall be enforced notwithstanding 
edvalid. the repeal of said laws. 
Approved, February 26, 1841. 
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For the Illinois Commgn School Advocate. 
Jacxsonvitte, Ini., June 17, 1841. 
To the Editors of the Ill. Common School Advocate: 


Gent.—At the last Session of the 
Legislature an act was passed which 
embraces all the Laws in force in 
this State, on the subject of Com- 
mon Schools, with two exceptions, 
viz: *An act requiring school com- 
missioners to distribute School funds 
at the county seats,” approved 21 
January, 18403; and “An act authori- 
zing the Re-valuation of sections 
numbered sixteen in certain cases,” 
approved, 1 July, 1840. I think it 
wiil be well to publish in the next 
number of the Advocate, the act of 
the last Session, and the two acts a- 
bove named; the Legislature ought 
to have provided for publishing the 
act of the last Session in pamphlet, 
so as to place it in the hands of Trus- 
tees and teachers, the omission to do 
this may, te some extent, be sup- 
plied by the Advocate.-—Knowing 
that the School Laws were but im- 





perfectly understood by the people, 
and that their scattered condition} 
rendered it difficult for any one, not| 
well acquanted with the history of| 
Legislation on the subject, to under-. 
stand which of the various acts was| 
in force, I undertock to make acom-| 
pilation, and to bring all the acts into | 
one, so as to obviate the existing diff- | 
culties. I accordingly employed the | 
time, which was not required in at-| 
tending to my duties, as Circuit 
Judge, during the lust summer, in| 
this work, hoping, that the Legisla- 
ture would not make any changes in 
the existing laws, and that the 
compilation might be passed with- 
out change.—I succeeded in making 
the |compilation, but was disappoin- 
ted in the action of the Legislature. 
I presented the result of my labors 
to the Senate’s. Committee on Edu- 
cation during the last winter’s ses- 
sion in the form ofa bill. Upon ex- 











amination that Committee agreed to 


terations, to which I had no objec- 
tions, and recommend its passage.—~ 
This was done, but amendments 
were then offered in the Senate, and 
the bill was refered to a select com- 
mittee by whom several important 
amendments were offered, which re- 
ceived the sanction of the Senate 
and subsequently of the House.— 
We have adopted a capital, and I 
might say, a fatal error in our Legis- 
lation on the subject of distributing 
the Icterest of our School, Col- 


‘lege, and Seminary funds; in my o- 


pinion this interest should be d istrib- 
uted to Schools. County lines should 
be wholly disregarded. The State 
should be regarded as the head of a 
family, and should use the school 
funds in paying for tuition. Instead 
of this, the Laws have provided for: 
distributing the Interest to the coun- 
ties in proportion to the number of 
persons under twenty years of age, 
and then for a distribution to the 
schools. The county is thus made to 
occupy the position which the state 


ought tooccupy. The state, instead 


of exercising its paternal care, in 
paying for the tuition of the children 
transfer this duty to the counties, 
and each county is supplied with its 
proportion of the funds without any 
regard to the number of schools or 
number of scholars taught, and with- 
out any efficient provision for ascer- 
taining the use or application of the 
money.—This principle of action, 


‘orl might say (want of principle) 


was adopted in 1834-5, and has been 
continued in operation ever since.—~ 
In making the compilation of the 
Laws, I did not attempt to make any 
changes, except such as were meces- 
sary in details, to carry out the prin- 
ciples already adopted,—the Legisla- 
ture, however, made several, which I 
will mention: First, When. the In- 
terest on the School, College and 
Seminary funds is distributed among 
the counties, as heretofore, another 
distribution is «required among the 


report the bill with some trifling al-' Townships, (and again among School 
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Districts,) so that a ‘Township with 
100 children and no School, obtains 
the same amount of the funds asa 
Township with the same number of 
children all in School: Second, Here- 
tofore the Township funds (proceeds 
of'sales of Sections 16 and rents) 
have been used in paying teachers in 
the Township in proportion to the 
number of scholars, and length of 
time, taught, Townships are now re- 
quired to be divided into Districts, 
and the fund, as well as the Interest 
on the funds received from the State, 
is divided among the Districts in 
proportion to the number of children 
in each, without regard to.the num- 
ber of Schools: Third, The Laws 
heretofore provided for leasing the 
16th Sections, and for applying the 
rents to the support of Schools.— 
These provisions are repealed.— You 
will see, that these alterations strike 
at the root of common schools; the 
expenses, and complications, will de- 
ter‘many from moving in the matter; 
and the execution of the laws béing 
made to.depend upon so many agents 
arevery oftenneglected.—In legisla- 
ting upon this subject our public men 
have endeavored to avoid expense, 
and to place the execution of the 
Laws in the hands of those whose 
services could be procured with the 
least appearance of cost: It is im- 
possible however to execute any sys- 
tem of Education without efficient 
agents, and these can not behad with- 
outcompensation. Provision should be 
made for a superintendent of schools; 
anda separate department should be 
established for the purpose. . The 
importance of the interest of Educa- 
tion js acknowledged by ail; and 
by none with more veheménce than 
our politicians; yet it is but seldom, 
that you find one of this class who 
can give any definite information 
upon ‘the subject, or who has any 
mF which being adopted would an- 


swer any valuable purpose,—with our 
present means applicable to the sup- 
port of schools, I have no doubt, but 
that with an efficient system, the tui- 





tion of all the children in the State, 
who could be got into school,could be 
paid for, during four months in the 
year, and I have as little doubt, but 
that the-money (public or private) 
now expended in paying teachers, 
would pay for the Education of four 
times the number, under a proper or- 
ganization.—What we want on the 
subject of the public funds, is, an ac- 
tive and intelligent State superinten- 
dent, a repeal of the Laws requiring 
State funds to be divided among 
counties and also a repeal of the 
Laws requiring Townships to be di- 
vided into Districts, and provisions 
made for paying the State funds to 
the teachers in every part of the 
State, in proportion to the number 
of scholars and length of time taught; 
and for paying township funds to 
the teachers’ in Townships in the 
same manner.—We want one per- 
manent agent in each county, and 
one set of permanent Trustees in 
each Township, the teachers would 
maké reports to the Trustees of the 
township, or to the county agent, 
and that agent to the State superin- 
tendent: With thismachinery which 
could not be expensive, a system 
of common schools may be kept in 
operation, and without some such 
system we shall never be able to do 
any thing. 
Very Respectfully, 
Your ob’t Serv’t, 
WM. THOMAS. 


Agents for the IJlinois Common School 

Advocate. 

D. A. Bulkley Jacksonville, 

Mr. Cooley, Alton, 

Prof. Newman, Unper Alton, - 

Mr. Murphy, Be/leville St. Clair Co. 

D. G, Wyckoff, Jerseyville, 

A+ Whitman, Lenoi, : 

A. Redman, P. M., Columbus, Adams Co. 

Wn, Amretrong, P. M., Sand Ridye Menard Co, 





_ Six copies of the Advocate will be sent to those who 
Obtain five subscribers; and remit the money to us. 

_ Post masters generally are requested to act us agents 
for this work. 

It will be remembered that Post Masters are author- 
ized by law to frank letters enclosing money to pub- 
hshers of papers, when written by themselves. .We 
hope they will be kind enough to aid us in that way. 
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